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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Improving the reading and language skills of high school
striving readers and English language learners:

A study of the effectiveness
of Hampton-Brown Edge’

2007-2008

e OEG

RESEARCH

This research was conducted by SEG Research, an independent educational vesearch firm located in New Hope, Pennsylvania, SEG
research provicles research, evaluation, and assessiment services to educational publishers, educational technology providers, assessment
service providers and government agencies. SEG has been meeting the research and assessment needs of organizations since 1979.



A study of the effectiveness of Hampton-Brown Edge”

Background and Purpose

During the 2007-2008 school year, SEG Research conducted a national study of students in grades nine through twelve

to evaluate the effectiveness of the Hampton-Brown Edge™ program. Edge, published by National Geographic School
Publishing/Hampton-Brown, is a core Reading/Language Arts Program designed for high school students who have not
mastered essential reading, writing, and language skills. The students for whom Edge is intended are typically reading two
or more years below grade level. Edge is designed for both striving readers who are native English speakers as well as English

language learners (ELLs).

Edge is designed to motivate adolescent readers by including engaging, high-interest, multicultural literature selections,
both fiction and nonfiction, presented in thematic units organized around Essential Questions—big ideas that are relevant
to high school students and are worth speaking, listening, reading, thinking, and writing about. The Edge program presents

a wide variety of classic and contemporary texts—literary, informational, persuasive, and functional.

Edge equips students with the skills they need to succeed in an academic environment through use of systematic teaching
and active participation. Edge employs scaffolding techniques such as using the text to reach the text, specialized in-book
reading supports, showing rather than telling, unpacking the thinking process, and helping students set literacy goals.

Strategies and skills are taught with focus and repetition across genres to promote transfer.

The goal of this study was to evaluate the effectiveness of Edge as a core intervention program for improving student
reading and language skills. The study examined performance of both striving readers and English language learners
and found that both populations of students using Ege as a core intervention Reading/Language Arts Program made

significant improvement during one school year’s time as compared to students using other intervention programs.

Study Design

Berween August 2007 and June 2008, approximately 1,800 students in 84 classrooms in 37 different schools in 18 districts
representing all regions of the United States participated in a controlled study of Edge program effectiveness. Using a
quasi-experimental, pre-post design, this study compared the growth in reading and language skills between students

who received instruction using Edge (Experimental Group) and a comparable group of students who received instruction
using other programs, without the benefit of Edge (Control Group). Growth in reading comprehension, vocabulary, and
language was measured by comparing scores on the Stanford 10 Achievement Test Abbreviated Battery (SAT 10) at the

beginning and end of the school year.

Students in both the Experimental (£4ge) and Control Groups took a pretest (SAT 10) ar the beginning of the school year
1o obtain a baseline measure of student reading and language skills. Students in the Experimental Group then received
instruction using the Edge program, while those in the Control Group received instruction using other programs. At the
end of the school year, students in both the Edge and Control Groups took a posttest (SAT 10). The results from the
pretest and posttest were compared statistically to determine the level of growth in reading comprehension, vocabulary,
and language skills. Srudents in the £dge and the Control Group were well-matched in ability and demographically. Any
initial differences in the reading and language skills of students in the Experimental and Control Groups were statistically

controlled during analysis.

Improving the reading and language skills of high school striving readers and English language learners:




Results

Pre-Post Growth for Edge Users The students who used Edge showed significant gains from pre- to posttest in language,
reading comprehension, and vocabulary. Across the 2007-2008 school year, students in Edge classrooms increased their
SAT 10 Language scale-scores by 23 points; their Reading Comprehension scale-scores by 22 points; and their Vocabulary

scale-scores by 12 points (see Figure 1).

FIGURE 1
Pre-Post Growth for Students Using Hampton-Brown Edge
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